Press Release - For Immediate Release
Contact: Nucky Walder / nwalder@teatrodelaluna.org 
- January 8, 2004 -
 

 

WHAT:                     Seventh International Festival of Hispanic Theater
                                In Spanish with live English dubbing 
 

WHO:                       Teatro de la Luna-USA and Troupes from Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Spain, and Uruguay 
 

WHEN:                     February 4 - March 13, 2004
 

WHERE:                   Gunston Arts Center - Theater Two, 2700 S. Lang Street, Arlington, Virginia
                                Embassy of Argentina, 1600 New Hampshire Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
                                Instituto de México, 2829 16th Street, N.W., Washington, DC
 

TICKETS:                 Regular $25; Students & Seniors Citizens, $20
                                The 7th International Festival of Hispanic Theater is a Stages for All Ages Production
 

Latino Superstars Grace La Luna's 7th Festival
 

Three of Latin America's best known theatrical artists will be showcased at Teatro de la Luna's upcoming 7th International Festival of Hispanic Theater.  First Lady of Puerto Rican theater Myrna Casas directs Puerto Rican superstar Angela Meyer in Tres Noches Tropicales y una Vida de Infierno (Three Tropical Nights and a Hellish Life) on February 6 and 7.  Casas also serves as Festival President, opening the festival on February 4 with a reception held at the Argentinean Embassy.  Closing the Festival on March 12 and 13 is one of South America's preeminent directors, José María Paolantonio, who brings his superb production of Perejiles (Chameleons) from Argentina.  
 

Partnering Teatro de la Luna for its 7th Festival is the Arlington County Cultural Affairs Division.   The Festival theme this year, Theater for the People, focuses on Comedy in various forms.  Six Hispanic theater companies coming from Latin America, the Caribbean and Spain will bring outstanding productions to the Washington area between February 4 and March 13, 2004. In addition, Mexican troubadour music will be showcased both at the Opening Reception (February 4) and at a special cabaret night on February 5 at the Instituto de México.  Theater for children will be presented by Teatro de la Luna artists at the Instituto de México on four Saturdays, beginning February 14.   Performances will be at the Gunston Arts Center Theater Two, 2700 South Lang St., Arlington, VA, with some events at the Instituto de México, 2829 16th St., N.W., Washington, DC.  

 

Post performance discussions will be held every Friday evening.  Workshops for actors, teachers and students are included in Festival events.  Call for specific information.
 
Following is the Calendar of Events for the Festival:
 

Wed. Feb. 4,               Opening Night Reception, Embassy of Argentina, Oval Salon 
6.30 - 8.30pm               1600 New Hampshire Ave., NW, Washington, DC
                                   Contribution: $50 per person (tax deductible) 
 

Feb. 5, 7pm                 MEXICO: La Trova Yucateca (The Yucatan Troubadours)
                                   Troupe: Carlos & Emiliano Duo. At the Instituto de México. (In Spanish only) 
 

Feb. 6, 8pm                 PUERTO RICO: Tres Noches Tropicales y una Vida de Infierno (Three Tropical Nights and a Hellish Life) by Myrna Casas
Feb. 7, 3pm & 8pm      Troupe: Producciones Cisne.  At Gunston Theater II

 

Feb. 13, 8pm               SPAIN (Barcelona): Polacos (The Polish) by Pere Calders & Slawomir Mrozek 
Feb. 14, 3pm & 8pm     Troupe: El Que Ma Queda de Teatre.  At Gunston Theater II
 
Feb. 20, 8pm                COSTA RICA: La Calle de la Gran Ocasión (The Street of Last Chances) by L. Josefina Hernández
Feb. 21, 3pm & 8pm      Troupe: Teatro Nacional.  At Gunston Theater II 

 

Feb. 27, 8pm                SPAIN (Madrid): América by Marta Górriz 
Feb. 28, 3pm & 8pm      Troupe: Marta Górriz.  At Gunston Theater II

 

Mar. 5, 8pm                  URUGUAY: Rifar el Corazón (Heartstrings) by Dino Armas
Mar. 6, 3pm & 8pm        Troupe: Teatro de Acá.  At Gunston Theater II

 

Mar. 12, 8pm                 ARGENTINA: Perejiles (Chameleons) by Ricardo Halac
Mar. 13, 3pm & 8pm      Troupe: Teatro Porteño.  At Gunston Theater II

 

THEATER FOR CHILDREN (in Spanish only) - all at the Instituto de México

 

Feb. 14 & Feb. 21, 11am     USA: Don Anacleto Avaro (Don Anacleto the Miser) by Isidora Aguirre / Troupe: Teatro de la Luna 

 

Feb. 28 & Mar. 6,   11am     USA: La Caja de Sorpresas  (The Box of Surprises) by Juan E. Acuña / Troupe: Teatro de la Luna 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PLAYS
 

MEXICO - La Trova Yucateca / The Yucatan Troubadours   
Café-concert/Cabaret (In Spanish Only)                    Ages: All ages 
Carlos and Emiliano are much more than voices and guitars.  They are the feeling, the wistful, romantic expression of the entire Yucatan.  For lovers of love...

 

PUERTO RICO - Tres Noches Tropicales y una Vida de Infierno / Three Tropical Nights and a Hellish Life
Satiric comedy                                                       Ages: 16 & up 
Three hilarious characters, interpreted by Angela Meyer and seen through a window open to the human condition, portray today's Puerto Rican women.

 

SPAIN (Barcelona) - Polacos / The Polish
Comedy of the absurd                                            Ages: All ages 
 Who says Theater of the Absurb isn't logical?  Especially as it flies us through stories we are told are for children yet, as adults, we still don't understand. 

 

COSTA RICA - La Calle de la Gran Ocasión / The Street of Last Chances 
Realistic comedy                                                   Ages: All ages
Simplicity encarnate. People meet, greet, part, on one small street. For those who believe in the grandeur of humankind.  

 

SPAIN (Madrid) - América 
Light satire                                                             Ages: 16 & up 
America has signified adventure, immensity, richness, the uncle 'over there', film stars, technology  ...America is "in", "with it", "wow" and "cool".  America is IT.

 

URUGUAY - Rifar el Corazón / Heartstrings      
Black comedy                                                        Ages:  16 & up
Two sisters who took differing roads meet again.  Like life itself, these vital and intense characters will take us down the path of hilarity and compassion.

 

ARGENTINA - Perejiles / Chameleons
Musical                                                                 Ages:  16 & up 
A funny look towards the center of a city, a country, a person, a feeling.  The game that, from time immemorial has had as its protagonists people and government, 

civilians and military, normal citizens and Civil Servants... 

 

Theater for Children
 

USA - Don Anacleto Avaro / Don Anacleto the Miser (In Spanish Only)
Everyone hated Don Anacleto the Miser.  One day a curse backfires and his heart opens up.  He discovers that reaching out to others is "very important", 

and that, "He who gives the most receives the most".

 

USA - La Caja de Sorpresas / The Box of Surprises (In Spanish Only)
Little ones will enjoy this show, which teaches that everything can be achieved through hard work, good spirits, and a positive attitude. 

 

Reminders:
* Tickets are $25; students and senior citizens over 60, $20
* 20% discount when buying tickets for three or more different plays 
* Theater for Children tickets: Adults $7; children 12 and under, $3
* School Performances - call office for hours and availability 
* Post-Performance Discussions every Friday Night
* Live English dubbing at most shows 
* Childcare available during Saturday matinees, 24-hour notice required.
* Our Festival is a Stages for All Ages production - Young people under 18 enter free when accompanied by a paying adult (Theatre for Children exempted).

  Please see individual listings for appropriate age levels.

 


INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS:  703-548-3092 / 202-882-6227
Email: info@teatrodelaluna.org                       Website:  www.teatrodelaluna.org 

 

The event is sponsored in partnership with Arlington County Cultural Affairs Division, with support from
Virginia Commission for the Arts, Arlington Commission for the Arts, Instituto de México, MARPAT Foundation, Inc.,
Weissberg Foundation, Continental Airlines, McDonald's, Telemundo Channel 64, Radio America, 
Chapa Law Office, sponsoring embassies, and individual donors.
